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Statement of DPRK First Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs

Pyongyang, May 25 (KCNA) -- Kim Kye Gwan, first vice-minister of Foreign
Affairs of the DPRK, issued the following statement Friday upon authorization:

The historic summit is now high on the agenda between the DPRK and the
U.S., and the preparations for it are being pushed forward at the final stage amid
the remarkably great concern of the world.

The sincere pursuit and active efforts made by the DPRK to end the relations
of hostility and distrust that have lasted for decades and build a new landmark
for the improvement of the DPRK-U.S. relations have commanded unanimous
sympathy and support from the public at home and abroad.

But suddenly President of the United States of America Trump made public
his official stand on May 24 to cancel the DPRK-U.S. summit that had already
been made a fait accompli.

Explaining the reason for it, he said that the statement made by Vice Foreign
Minister of the DPRK Choe Son Hui carried "tremendous anger and open
hostility" and that it is not appropriate to hold the meeting at present, a precious
one that has long been planned.

I would like to take this expression of his stand on the DPRK-U.S. summit as
a decision not consistent with the desire of humankind for peace and stability in
the world, to say nothing of those in the Korean peninsula.

As for the "tremendous anger and open hostility" referred to by President
Trump, it is just a reaction to the unbridled remarks made by the U.S. side which
has long pressed the DPRK unilaterally to scrap nuclear program ahead of the
DPRK-U.S. summit.

The inglorious situation today is a vivid expression of the severity of the
present status of the hostile DPRK-U.S. relations of long historical roots and the
urgent necessity for the summit meeting for the improvement of the ties.

As far as the historic DPRK-U.S. summit is concerned, we have inwardly
highly appreciated President Trump for having made the bold decision, which
any other U.S. presidents dared not, and made efforts for such a crucial event
as the summit.

His sudden and unilateral announcement to cancel the summit is something
unexpected to us and we can not but feel great regret for it.
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It is hard to guess the reasons. It could be that he lacked the will for the
summit or he might not have felt confident. But for our part, we have exerted
sincere efforts, raising hope that the historic DPRK-U.S. summit meeting and
talks themselves would mark a meaningful starting point for peace and security
in the region and the world and the improvement of the bilateral relations as the
first step forward to settling the issue through dialogue.

We even inwardly hoped that what is called "Trump formula" would help clear
both sides of their worries and comply with the requirements of our side and
would be a wise way of substantial effect for settling the issue.

The chairman of the State Affairs Commission of the DPRK has also exerted
all efforts for the preparations for the summit, saying that the meeting with
President Trump could help make a good start.

The U.S. side's unilateral announcement of the cancellation of the summit
makes us think over if we were truly right to have made efforts for it and to
have opted for the new path.

But we remain unchanged in our goal and will to do everything we could for
peace and stability of the Korean peninsula and humankind, and we, broad-
minded and open all the time, have the willingness to offer the U.S. side time
and opportunity.

The first meeting would not solve all, but solving even one at a time in a
phased way would make the relations get better rather than making them get
worse. The U.S. should ponder over it.

We would like to make known to the U.S. side once again that we have the
intent to sit with the U.S. side to solve problem regardless of ways at any time.

Statement of Nuclear Weapons Institute of DPRK

Pyongyang, May 24 (KCNA) -- The Nuclear Weapons Institute of the DPRK
issued the following statement on Thursday:

True to the decision of the Third Plenary Meeting of the Seventh Central
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea, the Nuclear Weapons Institute of the
DPRK held a ceremony for completely dismantling the northern nuclear test
ground of the DPRK on May 24 Juche 107(2018), to ensure transparency of the
discontinuance of nuclear test.

Dismantling the nuclear test ground was done in such a way as to make all
the tunnels of the test ground collapse by explosion and completely close the
tunnel entrances, and at the same time, explode some guard facilities and
observation posts on the site.

It has been confirmed that there were neither leakage of radioactive materials
nor any adverse impact on the surrounding ecological environment.

Complete closure of the area surrounding the nuclear test ground will come
on the heels of successive removal of all ground observation facilities, research
institutes and structures of guard units, and withdrawal of staff concerned.
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It has been confirmed by local and international reporters that two tunnels at
the nuclear test ground were ready for use for carrying out very powerful
underground nuclear tests at any time.

The dismantling of the nuclear test ground conducted with high-level
transparency has clearly attested once again to the proactive and peace-loving
efforts of the DPRK government being made for ensuring peace and stability on
the Korean peninsula and over the world.

The discontinuance of the nuclear test iS an important process moving
towards global nuclear disarmament, and we will continue to join hands with the
world peace-loving people in building a nuclear-free peaceful world, a new
independent world where the dream and ideal of humanity are realized.

Press Statement by Vice—-Minister of
Foreign Affairs of DPRK

Pyongyang, May 24 (KCNA) -- Choe Son Hui, vice-minister of Foreign
Affairs of the DPRK, issued the following press statement on Thursday:

At an interview with Fox News on May 21, U.S. Vice-President Pence made
unbridled and impudent remarks that north Korea might end like Libya, military
option for north Korea never came off the table, the U.S. needs complete,
verifiable and irreversible denuclearization, and so on.

As a person involved in the U.S. affairs, I cannot suppress my surprise at
such ignorant and stupid remarks gushing out from the mouth of the U.S. vice-
president.

If he is vice-president of "single superpower" as is in name, it will be proper
for him to know even a little bit about the current state of global affairs and to
sense to a certain degree the trends in dialogue and the climate of détente.

We could surmise more than enough what a political dummy he is as he is
trying to compare the DPRK, a nuclear weapon state, to Libya that had simply
installed a few items of equipment and fiddled around with them.

Soon after the White House National Security Adviser Bolton made the
reckless remarks, Vice-President Pence has again spat out nonsense that the
DPRK would follow in Libya's footstep. It is to be underlined, however, that in
order not to follow in Libya's footstep, we paid a heavy price to build up our
powerful and reliable strength that can defend ourselves and safeguard peace
and security in the Korean peninsula and the region.

In view of the remarks of the U.S. high-ranking politicians who have not yet
woken up to this stark reality and compare the DPRK to Libya that met a tragic
fate, I come to think that they know too little about us.

To borrow their words, we can also make the U.S. taste an appalling tragedy
it has neither experienced nor even imagined up to now.
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Before making such reckless threatening remarks without knowing exactly
who he is facing, Pence should have seriously considered the terrible
consequences of his words.

It is the U.S. who has asked for dialogue, but now it is misleading the public
opinion as if we have invited them to sit with us. I only wonder what is the
ulterior motive behind its move and what is it the U.S. has calculated to gain
from that.

We will neither beg the U.S. for dialogue nor take the trouble to persuade
them if they do not want to sit together with us.

Whether the U.S. will meet us at a meeting room or encounter us at nuclear-
to-nuclear showdown is entirely dependent upon the decision and behavior of
the United States.

In case the U.S. offends against our goodwill and clings to unlawful and
outrageous acts, I will put forward a suggestion to our supreme leadership for
reconsidering the DPRK-U.S. summit.
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